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From the Pastor’s Desk–God’s Family 
By Pastor Robert W. Norwood 

 

Author Ellen G. White wrote the following in her 

book Adventist Home, “Home Is the Heart of All 

Activity—Society is composed of families and is 

what the heads of families make it. Out of the 

heart are “the issues of life;” and the heart of 

the community, of the church, and of the nation 

is the household. The well-being of society, the 

success of the church, the prosperity of the 

nation, depend upon home influence.” 

A church is not the building but the families 

who make up the congregation. God’s church 

family consists of individuals from all walks of 

life, nationality, and socio-economic status. 

Because of this diversity, we must create 

relevant ministries to meet the needs of this 

diverse population. I look forward to what 

God is going to do with Berean’s Family Life 

ministry team. The best is yet to come! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

http://www.bereansdahouston.org/
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By Elder Michael Windham 

 

What’s The Most Important Financial Principle? (The answer might surprise you). 

Dave Ramsey, a personal money management expert, teaches concepts on how to 

get out of debt, save money, and get on a budget. But he says one concept is the 

hinge on which the door of successful personal finance swings. When you 

understand this concept, all other concepts work, and until you implement it, none of them will work. This concept is 

the most important financial concept. What is it? 

CONTENTMENT. That’s right, contentment. Contentment brings peace. 

We live in a society where advertising is designed to disturb our peace. 

Marketing ads are presented in a way which influences us to believe that 

we will only be happy if we acquire something we don’t currently have. But 

that is not true. While temporary pleasure can be bought with money, 

happiness cannot. 

Ask God to help you learn contentment. Until you do, your finances will 

always be stressed. Change your focus and change your life for the better.  

 

Marriage Made in Heaven 

It takes effort to protect, nurture, and grow a marriage. Between work schedules, 

children, and other obligations, sometimes it can seem impossible to maintain a 

healthy relationship. 

Remember your vows: Commitment for life – better and for worse. Decide ahead of 

time that divorce is not an option. 

Communicate Regularly: Set aside at least 30 minutes each day, free from 
interruptions or distractions to talk. 

Couples Exercise: 

Discuss how you can make prayer a regular part of your schedule. Put it in your schedule and commit to praying 

together daily at the scheduled times. 

 

  

 

Quick Answers to Your Everyday Financial Questions 

 

https://www.verywellmind.com/threatening-divorce-during-an-argument-4088210
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  Hotline Numbers 

Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline 
800-273-8255 
 
National Domestic 
Violence 
1-800-799.SAFE 
 
National Sexual 
Assault 
1-800-656-HOPE 
 
Texas Abuse/Neglect 
Hotline 
800-252-5400 
  
Foster Care and 
Adoption Information 
800-233-3405 
 
Foster Care Help 
844-286-0769 
 
Child Care 
Information  
800-862-5252 
 
Texas Youth Helpline 

800-989-6884 

 

 

Have you ever looked around at the people in your family and asked, “Why me, 

Lord?” Have you ever fantasized about how great your life could have been if only 

you had a sister instead of a brother, a rich father instead of a broke one, a sober 

aunt instead of a … well, you understand. Many people have gone down the rabbit 

hole selfishly wondering why their expectations for the perfect family has fallen 

short of their reality. Why is that, and where have we gone wrong?  

 

Hannah Understood the Assignment 

 

Consider the polygamous Elkanah and his two wives, 

Proud Peninnah and Humble Hannah (1 Samuel 1). One 

pridefully bore many children whose names went 

unmentioned in the Bible, and the other cried out to the 

Lord for a son that she would gladly give back to God’s 

kingdom and gave us a prophet named Samuel. Hannah 

got it right. Let us not look at our families as people to 

brag about or be ashamed of, but as souls to reconcile to 

God’s own heart. So instead of asking why, let us 

respond with “Speak Lord, your servant hears!” and win 

our families to the Kingdom of God.  

 

 

 
Myths of being single:  
 
I am not fully complete unless I am dating or married. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of 
all principality and power. (Colossians 2:10). 
 
I need to be dating or married to feel God’s ultimate love. No one can love you perfectly. We must rely 
on God’s perfect, unconditional, and everlasting love. (Jeremiah 31:3) 
 
I need to be dating or married for my life to have significance. When you grasp God’s purpose for your 
life, and embrace it, will your character be conformed to the character of Christ where you will experience 
significance and find fulfillment (Isaiah 43:6-7). 
 
 

Single & Gifted 

I need to date or marry someone to feel secure. Security is not found in a person. 
The only lasting security is found in an intimate relationship with the Lord, who will 
never leave you nor forsake you (Deuteronomy 31:6). 
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Community 

Resources 

Houston Food Bank 
www.houstonfoodbank.org 
713-223-3700 

 
Harris County Housing 
Authority 
www.hchatexas.org 
713-578-2100 

 
Metro Lift (Transportation) 
www.ridemetro.org/pages/m
etrolift 
713-225-0119 

 
Lone Star Legal Aid 
www.lonestarlegal.blog 
713-652-0077 

 

2-1-1 Texas 

www.211texas.org 

BakerRipley 

www.bakerripley.org 

 

 

 

Medical Missionary Evangelism 

By Flona Francis Smith & Larry Smith 

In these last days, it is our duty to evangelize 

wherever we go. In the society in which we 

live, many people are oblivious to the things 

of God. So how do we reach the unsaved? 

We must be missionaries at home, school, 

work or wherever we go in our daily lives. 

Helping others restore and maintain good 

health is one of the best ways to reach 

others. 

 

 

In the first six verses of Mark 3, we read the story of Jesus restoring the man with 

the withered hand. It was on the Sabbath, surprisingly, the church members did not 

rejoice but rather sought to destroy Him. Our body, which is the temple of the Holy 

Spirit, and the body can be represented in this way. Jesus is the Head of the 

Church; the church is the body; and the hand is the Medical Missionary. In the 

story of the man with the withered hand, Jesus said, ‘stretch forth your hand,’ and 

he did. 

If the hand is withered, it is unable to perform its tasks. The mission of the church 

is hampered then when the ‘hand’ – Medical Missionary is weak. As Jesus healed 

the man, Jesus wants to heal the hand of the church so the ‘body,’ the church may 

preach the three angels’ message. 

 

 

 

As we begin this new year, and launch our theme 

Kingdom Building 3.0, are we ready to take up the banner 

and be the church God is coming back to claim? 

  

 

AARP Family Caregiving – Resources to help caregivers 

Whether you are a new or continuing caregiver, you will find help to 
manage your journey with practical tips, real-world support, and 
access to resources to help you and your loved one. Call to get 
support at 1-877-333-5885. 
 

Senior Benefits 
By Claudia Jones Lewis 

     Senior Ministries Leader 

Exclusive Walgreens Cash Rewards for Members  

When you link your AARP and myWalgreens™ 
memberships, you will earn 10% Walgreens Cash 
rewards on Walgreens branded health and 
wellness products, 7% Walgreens Cash rewards on 
Walgreens branded beauty products and 3% 
Walgreens Cash rewards on other eligible beauty 
purchases. Call Walgreens at 1-855-225-9225. 
 

 

https://www.houstonfoodbank.org/
tel:7132233700
https://hchatexas.org/
tel:7135782100
https://www.ridemetro.org/pages/metrolift.aspx
https://www.ridemetro.org/pages/metrolift.aspx
tel:7132250119
https://lonestarlegal.blog/
tel:7136520077
https://www.211texas.org/
https://www.bakerripley.org/
tel://1-877-333-5885/
tel://1-855-225-9225/
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Children Are the Purchase of Christ's Blood  
By Suhailah Beale, Children’s Ministry Leader 

 

The Adventist Home – Ellen G. White 

Chapter 48—Heaven's Estimate of Children, Page 279 

 

Christ placed such a high estimate upon your children that He gave His life 

for them. Treat them as the purchase of His blood. Patiently and firmly 

train them for Him. Discipline with love and forbearance. As you do this, 

they will become a crown of rejoicing to you and will shine as lights in the 

world. 

 

The youngest child that loves and fears God is greater in His sight than the 

most talented and learned man who neglects the great salvation. The 

youth who consecrate their hearts and lives to God have, in so doing, 

placed themselves in connection with the Fountain of all wisdom and 

excellence. 

 

Children’s Activity 
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