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From the Pastor’s Pen 
By Pastor Robert W. Norwood 
 

Who is in control? 
 

This past year and a half have been one that will go 
down in history as a 
year and a half - 
maybe more when 
the world came to a 
standstill due to a 
pandemic. Who 
would have thought 
that major league 
sporting events would 
have been cancelled?  
Our General 
Conference session 
was even cancelled 
due to the pandemic.  
As I looked at 
businesses closing, 

schools going online, churches closing and going 
online.  People arguing over whether to take the 
vaccine and/or wear a mask.  I had to ask myself - I 
am sure I am not alone in this question: Who is 
really in control?  When we see things like this, it 
becomes easy to blame the devil or someone else.  
But we must be reminded that in this life, the Bible 
reminds us that there will be ‘trials and tribulations’.  
James 1:2-4 reminds us, “2 Count it all joy, my 
brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 
for you know that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness.  4 And let steadfastness have its full  
 
From the Pastor’s Pen continues on page 2
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From the Pastor’s Pen from page 1 

effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”  
My brothers and sisters the hymnologist reminds us, “It's only a 
test that you're going through, it's gonna be over real soon.  Keep 
the faith; Don't give up for it's only a test.…” 
 
God is in control; we should be rejoicing that God has kept us in 
the past and is keeping us now and will keep us in the future.  We 
are living through a situation that we could have never expected.  
We don't know what the future holds.  Our lives have been turned 
upside down, but God has a plan for His people.  As we navigate 
these troublesome times, let us never forget that we are Children 
of the Almighty God and "God Is still in Control". 

 

       Teacher’s    
Appreciation Week  
Elder Ruben Robinson! 

The Shadowcreek Ranch subdivision in Pearland, TX wanted to show 
some love to teachers that live in their neighborhood.  Nominations had 
to include why the teacher deserved to be recognized and why. 

Thanks to his wife, Evangeline who submitted the nomination message:  

I nominate Ruben Robinson Sr.  He is a Math and English Special 
Education Teacher for Grades 9-12.  He also does classes online as well 
as tutoring in the Summer.  He has taught grades from Elementary 

School in Conroe to his current high school in Brazosport ISD.  He is always the first person at the school in 
the morning, even before the custodian or cafeteria workers arrive to prepare for his students.  He loves 
teaching and encouraging young people to be the best that they can be for their life now and for a better future 
to come. 
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Testimony 
By Tia Braxton- Ettinoffe 
 

A little over four years ago, I 
was in for the fight of my life.  
This all started with a blood 
test, severe migraines when 
it hurts to think or speak, and 
leg swelling that caused my 
legs to feel so heavy that I 
could not even walk our dog.  
I remember it as if it was 
yesterday.  I went on a 
Friday to take that CBC test because I had been feeling weird and not 
like myself.  At the persistence of My mom and doctor, I showed up at 
his office.  So glad I did.  On Sunday, I could not move, not even to 
open the door to our home.  Everything that bothered me from 
breathing to listen, speaking, and formulate sentences was out of the 
question. The light was like a dagger and I could not get far enough 
away from it.  I tried some natural and homeopathy things and this 
seems to help me get relief temporarily. 
 

On Monday morning, I made a conscious effort to try and go to my office to work and I pushed through the day.  
I felt awful and made a call to my husband and mother to let them know that I would be leaving my office and 
coming straight home to lay down.  I wasn’t even going to attempt going to my tech job at the college.  As I was 
driving home, I received a call from an unrecognized number and something told me to answer it.  Of course, it 
was my doctor.  I asked him if he had some good news for me.  My doctor proceeds to ask me where I was, 
what I was doing things that a doctor normally doesn’t ask.  My doctor begins to tell me that I need to go to the 

emergency room to get a blood transfusion immediately and that I should call my 
husband and mother because it was serious. 
 
My CBC came back with my hemoglobin at 4.2.  It would be about 1.5 hours later 
that my husband and I would arrive at the Emergency Room.  At this point I was 
having problems breathing and even walking down the hallway.  The nurse 
grabbed a wheelchair and they began immediately at the request of my doctor 
putting on compression socks, taking my vitals, and running a CBC which still 
came back with the same results and my oxygen levels were less than 50%.   
 
The Emergency Room doctors and nurses were surprised that I was alert and 
speaking.  They stated that most of the time people in my condition with my 
blood and oxygen level usually lay down and never wake up.  By this time my 

mother and Father in love arrived and I was then placed into a room and they proceeded to administer my first 
blood transfusion. It would be 4 - 6 units and three days later before I would be released from the hospital.  I 
am reminded of the song by Vanessa Bell Armstrong “Prayer Still Works”. 
  
It amazes me how God works and intercedes on our behalf.  He’s sovereign, 

sits high and looks low, protects us from danger's seen and unseen, He’s the 

Lifter of our Heads.  He’s our sufficiency, everything we need He can do, 

anything and everything except FAIL!!  I am blessed beyond measure and 

thankful for my Life.  God is not through with me yet   Jeremiah 29:11. 
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Abraham Chopin 

Assistant District Attorney 

 

 

Kira Williams 

Graduate of University of Houston-Downtown 
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Mercy Omundi 

Graduating to the 9th grade at Beatrice Mayes Institute. 
 
Loves swimming, cooking and playing piano.  
Wants to become a Medical Doctor in future. 
 
Favorite Bible Verse: Joshua 1:6-9 – “6 Be 
strong and of good courage, for to this 
people you shall [a]divide as an inheritance 
the land which I swore to their fathers to give 
them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, 
that you may observe to do according to all 
the law which Moses My servant 
commanded you; do not turn from it to the 
right hand or to the left, that you 
may [b]prosper wherever you go. 8 This Book 

of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you[c] shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe 
to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have 
good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”  
 

 
 

Malcolm Anderson 
 
Graduating from 5th grade at Oakland Elementary. 
 
He was selected for the 6th grade drumline at his new middle school, 
Bowie. 
 
Favorite Bible Verse:  Matthew 7:7 
- “Ask and you will receive, seek 
and you will find, knock and the 
door will be open”. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%201%3A6-9&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-5858a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%201%3A6-9&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-5859b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%201%3A6-9&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-5860c
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Christian Ngetich 
 
Graduating from Pre-K at Christian Life Center Academy. 
 
Awarded: Preschool Diploma, art helper award, master musician award, 
100 days smarter award, and super student certificate to Chuck E 
Cheese.  
 
Interests: 
animals, fish, 
gardening, 
dancing, 
singing, and 
reading.  
 
Favorite Bible Verse: Psalms 27:1 – “The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid?” 

  
Adventist College Scholarships 

 
https://adventistcolleges.org/abcs-of-scholarships/ 

 
AdventHealth University 
 

Pacific Union College 

Andrews University Southern Adventist University 
 

Burman University Southwestern Adventist University 
 

Kettering College Union College 
 

La Sierra University Walla Walla University 
 

Loma Linda University Washington Adventist University 
 

Oakwood University 
 

 

 

https://adventistcolleges.org/abcs-of-scholarships/
https://adventistcolleges.org/adventhealth-university
https://adventistcolleges.org/pacific-union-college/
https://adventistcolleges.org/andrews-university/
https://adventistcolleges.org/southern-adventist-university/
https://adventistcolleges.org/burman-university/
https://adventistcolleges.org/southwestern-adventist-university/
https://adventistcolleges.org/kettering-college/
https://adventistcolleges.org/union-college/
https://adventistcolleges.org/la-sierra-university/
https://adventistcolleges.org/walla-walla-university/
https://adventistcolleges.org/loma-linda-university/
https://adventistcolleges.org/washington-adventist-university/
https://adventistcolleges.org/oakwood-university/
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Spotlight on Third Ward in Houston, Texas  

By Claudia Lewis, Senior Ministries Leader 
 

In 1837 the founders of the City of Houston divided the city into four 
wards and they were named First Ward, Second Ward, Third Ward and 
Fourth Ward, all were in the Downtown area.  The founders decided that 
since Allen’s Landing was active with water travel in the downtown area, 
they wanted to increase the space using the wards to make more room 
for Allen’s Landing first and then they would expand to the Fifth and Six 
Wards later. 
 
Upon my family moving to Houston, we settled in the Third Ward.  The 
nicer part of a big old raggedy town.  The children hated it.  We lived at 
2403 Bell and Dowling Street on the northeast corner.  On Bell and St. 
Charles Streets was a grocery store where we had a charge account for 
food that you didn’t have to cook since both parents worked on the 
same job from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday through Sunday.  The 
days off were Sunday afternoon and Thursday afternoon to equate to 

one day off. 
 
Third Ward had quite a lot of businesses on Dowling Street now called Emancipation Street. The Houston Post 
Newspaper was located on Polk Street and Dowling. The Houston Informer Newspaper which is over 120 
years old was located on Leeland at St. Charles Street. The Forward Times was originally located in Fourth 
Ward near the Pilgrim Temple which was a gorgeous building.  It was three or four stories high.  There were 
two ice cream parlors, Kliens and Rettigs on Dowling.  Other Black owned businesses were Avalon Barbecue 
Pit which was located on Dowling Street and the best in town.  General Electric was located on Polk at Live 
Oak Streets. 
 
The Third Ward area had 18 Churches.  One Catholic Church, two African Methodist Churches, one Seventh-
day Adventist Church which was Berean, St. John Missionary Baptist at 2222 Gray Street, St. John Baptist 
Church on Dowling, two on Webster, two on Tuam, one on Trulley, two on McGowan, one on Sampson, three 
on Holman, and two on Live Oak Street. 
 
The success of the Third Ward 
graduates is phenomenal and 
unbelievable.  Debbie and Phylicia Allen 
became great actresses and their 
brother was the musician in the family.  
Tex was named after the father who was 
a dentist whose office was on Dowling 
Street.  Vivian Ayers Allen their mother 
was talented in the field of art and the 
children were fortunate to receive her 
talents and all were successful.  Jewel 
Brown was a singer with Louis 
“Satchmo” Armstrong’s band and played with a special invitation for the Queen of England.  All of these came 
from Third Ward.  Musician Amos Milburn went on to California.  Calvin Owens was successful and spent his 
Music career in Germany until he retired and returned to Third Ward.  His Nickname was Coffee Man from a 
song written to honor him.  He owned a jazz blues band.  He was a famous Trumpet man. 
 
Because my grandmother encouraged all of her tons of grandchildren to get all the education you can so when 
your job runs out, you would be qualified for another job.  She was right.  And guess what, we who were 
graduates from Jack Yates High School went on to become what we wanted to be and do in spite of the 
attempt to permanently cripple us for life.  God gave us a boost and we overcame wonderfully. Thank the Lord!  
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CALLING ALL CHILDREN AGES 3-10! 
 

 

Want to LEARN ABOUT GOD?! 
 

Want to KNOW YOUR CALLING? 
  

Want to have some FUN IN THE SUN?! 
 

Want to RIDE A PONY?! 
 

JOIN US FOR BEREAN’S CACTUSVILLE VBX  
 

 JUNE 27TH – JULY 3RD!!! 
 

We are SUPER excited about CACTUSVILLE Vacation Bible School 2021!  In this awesome program, kids will 
experience a rip roarin’ good time while learning that they are CALLED by God.  Each day our Buckaroos and Li’l 
Cowpokes will discover a special way in which God has CALLED them. They will learn how they can accept and live out 
this CALLING while enjoying Bible treasure-huntin’ Cactusville adventures!  

 
We plan to have a spectacular face-to-face Kick-off Event at Berean SDA Church on June 27th from 

3:30pm-7pm!  All children are invited to come learn about God’s calling for their lives, play some games, eat 
some food, ride a PONY, AND MORE! (Masks/face shields must be worn by school-aged children and adults.) 

 
On June 28th-July 1st, our Buckaroos and Li’l Cowpokes will engage personalized experiences through 

VIRTUAL Zoom meetings where they will learn in depth about their CALLING from God.  On Saturday, July 3rd, we 
plan to have a face-to-face Sabbath Family Picnic.  Come bring your food and blankets and let’s worship God 
together!  

 

IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN THIS AMAZING EXPERIENCE FOR YOUR 
CHILD, REGISTER TODAY.  EARLY REGISTRANTS GET A FREE T-SHIRT!  

 

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.BEREANSDAHOUSTON.ORG 
 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS JUNE 6TH! 
Late registration will end on June 13th. 

 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!  
 

If you love children, can build and create props, or help with our kick-off and 
closing events run smoothly, WE NEED YOU!   We’re looking for a team of at 
least 15 volunteers!  If you can’t help, that’s okay, donate to VBS on your tithe 
envelope or at Online Giving on the Berean website. 

 

Contact Sis. Kelley, Children’s Ministries Director at 

shatoya.kelley@bereansdahouston.org for more information.   

http://www.bereansdahouston.org/
mailto:shatoya.kelley@bereansdahouston.org
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4 Steps to Make Family Bible Study a Reality in Your Home 
By Elder James Kelley Jr. 
                                                        

Parenting in 2021 is no easy task.  We are constantly on the go leaving us with 
little or no time for meaningful family Bible study.  A recent blog post by Proverbs 
31 Mentor gives some helpful guidance on how to make family Bible study a 
reality in our homes. 
  
Step 1: Pray About It 
Ask God to give you the strength, wisdom, and determination that you will need 
to make family Bible study a priority. Ask God for wisdom and grace to know 
which areas of your life need to be trimmed in order to make time for Bible 
study.  
 
Step 2: Start Small 
Family Bible study doesn’t have to be complicated or long.  Intentionally set 
aside ten to fifteen minutes each day to study the Bible with your family.  Don’t 
know where to start?  Try reading one Psalm, a couple of verses from the book 
of Proverbs, or one chapter from the Gospel of John each day. Discuss what 

you have read with your family. 
 
Step 3: Make it Age Appropriate and Engaging 
Find resources that are age appropriate and engaging for 
your children.   If your child is artistic, find a Bible study 
that focuses more on drawing.  If your teen is struggling 
with doubts about their faith, find a good apologetics book 
written for teens.  The Bible is written for your 
child.  Help them to discover that through engaging 
Bible studies. 

Step 4: Approach the Bible as the Living Word of God 
Do you ever wonder at the fact that the all-powerful, all-
knowing God who created the heavens and the earth took 
the time to communicate with you and your family through 
His precious Word?  Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with 
awe and amazement at this wonderful fact. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Deaconess Barbara Barbin was interviewed on Wednesday, May 5th. 

 

Pastor Robert Norwood was interviewed on Wednesday, May 12th. 

https://proverbs31mentor.com/what-to-do-when-your-child-is-struggling-with-their-faith/
https://proverbs31mentor.com/what-to-do-when-your-child-is-struggling-with-their-faith/
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Vegetarian Mac and Cheez  
By Syzon Barnease 
 
Makes 4 to 6 servings 
 
1 1/2 cups uncooked elbow macaroni 
1 cup chopped onion 
1 cup chopped red or green bell pepper 
3/4 cup chopped celery 
3/4 cup nutritional yeast 
1/4 cup all-purpose flour 
1 1/2 teaspoons salt 
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder 
1/4 teaspoon onion powder 
2 cups unsweetened soymilk or other dairy free milk 
1 teaspoon yellow mustard (optional) 
1/2 teaspoon paprika 
 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Spray 13 x 9-inch 
baking dish with non-stick cooking spray.  Put 
macaroni in saucepan and prepare according to 
directions on package; add celery, onion, bell pepper 
and during the last 5 minutes of cooking.  Drain 
mixture and return to saucepan. 
 
Meanwhile, combine flour, nutritional yeast, garlic 
powder, salt, and onion powder in a medium 
saucepan.  Whisk in soymilk or other dairy free milk 
over medium heat until smooth.  Add mustard, if 
desired.  Continue whisking 10 minutes or until 
mixture thickens to desired consistency.  Pour over 
macaroni and vegetables and mix well. 
 

Pour mixture in baking dish and sprinkle with paprika.  Bake 15 to 20 minutes or until heated through. 

 

Berean is part of the Amazon smile program.  The church will get a 0.5% donation from purchases 

made.  The program is free to the church. 

 
❖ Go to smile.amazon.com  

 

❖ In the box (Charity Name) put in Berean Seventh-day 

 
❖ Select “Berean Seventh-day Adventist” that has a Dallas 

address since the church is part of the Southwest Region 

Conference 

 
❖ Hit register and follow the instructions and start purchasing 

  

http://smile.amazon.com/


Page   12 

 

Southwest Region Conference of Seventh-day Adventist 

Officer Updates 

 
 

Calvin Watkins Sr. was elected as Vice President for evangelism and regional liaison of the North 
American Division. 
 
Stephen Brooks was elected as Executive Secretary of the Southwestern Union. 
 
Philip Palmer will serve as the interim Executive Secretary in addition to serving as Treasurer for 
Southwest Region Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. 
 
Dr. Carlton P. Byrd was elected as the new president of Southwest Region Conference of Seventh-

day Adventists. 

 

Welcome to Dr. Byrd and his beautiful family. 
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Please go to https://kidsmealsinc.org/ to donate.  Every $2 you give feeds a child.  Thank you for your 
generous donation. 
 
If your family needs assistance, please go to https://kidsmealsinc.org/need-help/. 

 

Malachi 
By Vicki J. Kuyper 

Answers to the puzzle from the April 10, 2021 newsletter 

 

https://kidsmealsinc.org/
https://kidsmealsinc.org/need-help/
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“From Bible Crosswords 101, Volume 1, published by Barbour Publishing, Inc. Used by permission. “From 

Bible Crosswords 101, Volume 1; Page 1, published by Barbour Publishing, Inc. Used by permission.” 

Genesis 

By Mary A. Hake 

 

 

Be the first to turn in the completed puzzle with the correct answers to 
Faye Windham and win a $10 gift card to Walmart! 

 

Join us live on Saturdays 
 

 
Zoom or Facebook 

 
 
      Sabbath School:               10:00 a.m. 
 
      Divine Worship Service:    11:00 a.m. 
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From Sunday Snickers by Dick Hafer, First Printing: March 2004; page 38-B 

 
Used with permission from New Leaf Publishing Group, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       Newsletter Ministry Committee: Marquelle Chapman, Flona Francis-Smith, 

      Henrich Mncedisi, Velma Thomas, Faye Windham 

 
To submit newsletter articles:  Email faye.windham@bereansdahouston.org 
 
The Newsletter Ministry Committee reserves the right to edit all submissions.  
 
DISCLAIMER:  Information contained in The Berean Beacon Newsletter is for informational purposes only and 
express the opinions of the authors.  It is not meant to substitute the advice provided by health professionals.  
Please consult with your personal care physician regarding any information provided.  If you have any 
questions regarding any information contained in this newsletter, please contact us. 

mailto:faye.windham@bereansdahouston.org

